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Performers from the 
Banquo Folk Ensemble are 
part of the entertainment 
spectacle at the Shakespeare 
Onstage-Offstage launch on 
September 21, 2013.

A Community 
Celebration  
of the Bard

This major community engagement project, designed 

to perform, exhibit, study, celebrate and enrich the 

experience of the master works of William Shakespeare, 

took place during the Autumn of 2013. Never before, to 

our knowledge, has a community collaboration on this 

scale been undertaken in Victoria, British Columbia.

The project was based on an extensive collaboration 

between the University of Victoria Libraries, Department 

of English, Legacy Art Galleries, Internet Shakespeare 

Editions, the Legislative Library of British Columbia, the 

Greater Victoria Public Library, the University of Toronto 

Libraries, the Royal BC Museum, Pacific Opera Victoria, 

Belfry Theatre, and Hoyne Brewing Co (who created a 

commemorative Falstaff Ale craft beer). 

The participating partners developed programming and 

content for a community celebration of Shakespeare 

with exhibits and special events intended to engage the 

entire community from children and youth to adults and 

academics.

Community engagement took many forms:

▪ Programs (individual events, lectures, exhibits, 

professional development opportunities, 

permanent online legacies).

▪ Formats (opera, recitals, lectures, theatre, 

storytelling, display, visual art, multi-media and 

digital presentations).

▪ Audiences (scholars, teachers, upper level 

students, schoolchildren, the general public).

▪ Venues (libraries, theatres, galleries, classrooms, 

concert halls, and online forums).

▪ Focus (Falstaff, Shakespeare’s folios, aspects and 

interpretation of Shakespeare, literature, music, 

visual art, theatre, opera).

Shakespeare Onstage-Offstage created an occasion and 

a platform for partners in the cultural sector to collaborate 

and create programs that explore, exhibit, examine and 

perform the stories and characters of William Shakespeare. 

This community collaboration offered unique and exciting 

cross-marketing opportunities to allow all participating 

partners to reach new audiences and to more deeply 

engage their own patrons and communities.

The University  
Library as a Gateway 
to Community  
Engagement
Jonathan Bengtson 
University Librarian  
University of Victoria Libraries  
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

PARTICIPANTS

“I returned with my 
Mom and kids to see the 
Folio display on Saturday 

and it was magical.”

“My students from Artemis Place were given 
a backstage tour at the Belfry and thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. Most of the girls that 
we took have never been to the theatre before 
so it was an eye-opening experience for them.” 

o Shakespeare Onstage-Offstage Launch
Greater Victoria Public Library, Central Branch Courtyard
Let the fun begin! Join us in the courtyard as we 
celebrate the launch of Shakespeare Onstage-
Offstage with a Bard-based Booksmack and other 
Shakespearean snippets from song and stage.

o Shakespeare’s “Big Books” 
Legacy Art Gallery
The Shakespeare First Folio 
(courtesy of the Thomas Fisher 
Rare Book Library, University 
of Toronto) is the first collected 
edition of his plays. Discover why 
these iconic books have held 
people’s fascination through the 
centuries, and see all four 17th-
century folios together for the 
first time in BC.

o Falstaff and Music 
McPherson Library,  
UVic, Special Collections 
Shakespeare’s character of Falstaff 
has inspired composers over the 
centuries. Trace Falstaff’s history 
through this exhibit of rare books, 
scores, and performance artifacts 
from the University of Victoria’s 
Special Collections.

At the centre of the photo, The Honourable Judith Guichon Lieutenant Governor of 
British Columbia stands next to University of Victoria President Jamie Cassels and 
Ray Protti from the Pacific Opera Victoria Board of Directors for a group shot with 
members of the Shakespeare Onstage-Offstage planning committee.

(above) A visiting class of high school students 
from Mount Douglas Secondary visit the Falstaff 
and Music exhibit. Dr. Erin E. Kelly from the UVic 
Department of English provides a resource lecture.

(right) Shakespeare displays went up in Victoria 
bookstores to engage the community to celebrate 
the Bard.

(left) University of Victoria President Jamie Cassels views the exhibit 
case displaying the Second Folio (1632) at the reception celebrating 
Shakespeare Onstage-Offstage held at the Legacy Art Gallery.

community events

o=Onstage
Live performances
o=offstage
Lectures, special events,  
and online activities


